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CHAPTER I—NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION (CONTINUED) 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to chapter I appear at 70 FR 69421, Nov. 16, 2005. 

Part Page 
51 Environmental protection regulations for domestic 

licensing and related regulatory functions .......... 5 
52 Early site permits; standard design certifications; 

and combined licenses for nuclear power plants .. 55 
53 [Reserved] 
54 Requirements for renewal of operating licenses for 

nuclear power plants ............................................ 95 
55 Operators’ licenses .................................................. 102 
60 Disposal of high-level radioactive wastes in geo-

logic repositories .................................................. 118 
61 Licensing requirements for land disposal of radio-

active waste ......................................................... 153 
62 Criteria and procedures for emergency access to 

non-federal and regional low-level waste disposal 
facilities ............................................................... 179 

63 Disposal of high-level radioactive wastes in a geo-
logic repository at Yucca Mountain, Nevada ....... 188 

70 Domestic licensing of special nuclear material ...... 229 
71 Packaging and transportation of radioactive mate-

rial ....................................................................... 278 
72 Licensing requirements for the independent stor-

age of spent nuclear fuel, high-level radioactive 
waste, and reactor-related greater than Class C 
waste .................................................................... 335 

73 Physical protection of plants and materials ........... 395 
74 Material control and accounting of special nuclear 

material ............................................................... 470 
75 Safeguards on nuclear material—implementation 

of US/IAEA agreement ......................................... 493 
76 Certification of gaseous diffusion plants ................. 506 
81 Standard specifications for the granting of patent 

licenses ................................................................. 532 
95 Facility security clearance and safeguarding of na-

tional security information and restricted data .. 540 
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Part Page 
100 Reactor site criteria ................................................ 557 
110 Export and import of nuclear equipment and mate-

rial ....................................................................... 572 
140 Financial protection requirements and indemnity 

agreements ........................................................... 624 
150 Exemptions and continued regulatory authority in 

Agreement States and in offshore waters under 
section 274 ............................................................ 696 

160 Trespassing on Commission property ...................... 708 
170 Fees for facilities, materials, import and export li-

censes, and other regulatory services under the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended ............... 709 

171 Annual fees for reactor licenses and fuel cycle li-
censes and materials licenses, including holders 
of certificates of compliance, registrations, and 
quality assurance program approvals and govern-
ment agencies licensed by the NRC ..................... 723 

172–199 [Reserved] 
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PART 51—ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
TECTION REGULATIONS FOR DO-
MESTIC LICENSING AND RELATED 
REGULATORY FUNCTIONS 

Sec. 
51.1 Scope. 
51.2 Subparts. 
51.3 Resolution of conflict. 
51.4 Definitions. 
51.5 Interpretations. 
51.6 Specific exemptions. 

Subpart A—National Environmental Policy 
Act—Regulations Implementing Sec-
tion 102(2) 

51.10 Purpose and scope of subpart; applica-
tion of regulations of Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality. 

51.11 Relationship to other subparts. [Re-
served] 

51.12 Application of subpart to ongoing en-
vironmental work. 

51.13 Emergencies. 
51.14 Definitions. 
51.15 Time schedules. 
51.16 Proprietary information. 
51.17 Information collection requirements; 

OMB approval. 

PRELIMINARY PROCEDURES 

CLASSIFICATION OF LICENSING AND 
REGULATORY ACTIONS 

51.20 Criteria for and identification of li-
censing and regulatory actions requiring 
environmental impact statements. 

51.21 Criteria for and identification of li-
censing and regulatory actions requiring 
environmental assessments. 

51.22 Criterion for categorical exclusion; 
identification of licensing and regulatory 
actions eligible for categorical exclusion 
or otherwise not requiring environ-
mental review. 

51.23 Temporary storage of spent fuel after 
cessation of reactor operation—generic 
determination of no significant environ-
mental impact. 

DETERMINATIONS TO PREPARE ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENTS, ENVIRONMENTAL AS-
SESSMENTS OR FINDINGS OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT, AND RELATED PROCEDURES 

51.25 Determination to prepare environ-
mental impact statement or environ-
mental assessment; eligibility for cat-
egorical exclusion. 

51.26 Requirement to publish notice of in-
tent and conduct scoping process. 

51.27 Notice of intent. 

SCOPING 

51.28 Scoping—participants. 

51.29 Scoping—environmental impact state-
ment. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

51.30 Environmental assessment. 
51.31 Determinations based on environ-

mental assessment. 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

51.32 Finding of no significant impact. 
51.33 Draft finding of no significant impact; 

distribution. 
51.34 Preparation of finding of no signifi-

cant impact. 
51.35 Requirement to publish finding of no 

significant impact; limitation on Com-
mission action. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS AND INFORMATION— 
REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO APPLICANTS 
AND PETITIONERS FOR RULEMAKING 

GENERAL 

51.40 Consultation with NRC staff. 
51.41 Requirement to submit environmental 

information. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS—GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

51.45 Environmental report. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS—PRODUCTION AND 
UTILIZATION FACILITIES 

51.50 Environmental report—construction 
permit stage. 

51.51 Uranium fuel cycle environmental 
data—Table S–3. 

51.52 Environmental effects of transpor-
tation of fuel and waste—Table S–4. 

51.53 Postconstruction environmental re-
ports. 

51.54 Environmental report—manufacturing 
license. 

51.55 Environmental report—distribution. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS—MATERIALS 
LICENSES 

51.60 Environmental report—materials li-
censes. 

51.61 Environmental report—independent 
spent fuel storage installation (ISFSI) or 
monitored retrievable storage installa-
tion (MRS) license. 

51.62 Environmental report—land disposal 
of radioactive waste licensed under 10 
CFR part 61. 

51.66 Environmental report—distribution. 
51.67 Environmental information con-

cerning geologic repositories. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS—RULEMAKING 

51.68 Environmental report—rulemaking. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS— 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

51.70 Draft environmental impact state-
ment—general. 

51.71 Draft environmental impact state-
ment—contents. 

51.72 Supplement to draft environmental 
impact statement. 

51.73 Request for comments on draft envi-
ronmental impact statement. 

51.74 Distribution of draft environmental 
impact statement and supplement to 
draft environmental impact statement; 
news releases. 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS— 
PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION FACILITIES 

51.75 Draft environmental impact state-
ment—construction permit. 

51.76 Draft environmental impact state-
ment—manufacturing license. 

51.77 Distribution of draft environmental 
impact statement. 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS— 
MATERIALS LICENSES 

51.80 Draft environmental impact state-
ment—materials license. 

51.81 Distribution of draft environmental 
impact statement. 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS— 
RULEMAKING 

51.85 Draft environmental impact state-
ment—rulemaking. 

51.86 Distribution of draft environmental 
impact statement. 

LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENTS—PROPOSALS FOR LEGISLATION 

51.88 Proposals for legislation. 

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS— 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

51.90 Final environmental impact state-
ment—general. 

51.91 Final environmental impact state-
ment—contents. 

51.92 Supplement to final environmental 
impact statement. 

51.93 Distribution of final environmental 
impact statement and supplement to 
final environmental impact statement; 
news releases. 

51.94 Requirement to consider final environ-
mental impact statement. 

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS— 
PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION FACILITIES 

51.95 Postconstruction environmental im-
pact statements. 

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS— 
MATERIALS LICENSES 

51.97 Final environmental impact state-
ment—materials license. 

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS— 
RULEMAKING 

51.99 [Reserved] 

NEPA PROCEDURE AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
ACTION 

GENERAL 

51.100 Timing of Commission action. 
51.101 Limitations on actions. 
51.102 Requirement to provide a record of 

decision; preparation. 
51.103 Record of decision—general. 
51.104 NRC proceeding using public hear-

ings; consideration of environmental im-
pact statement. 

PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION FACILITIES 

51.105 Public hearings in proceedings for 
issuance of construction permits or li-
censes to manufacture. 

51.106 Public hearings in proceedings for 
issuance of operating licenses. 

MATERIALS LICENSES 

51.108 [Reserved] 
51.109 Public hearings in proceedings for 

issuance of materials license with re-
spect to a geologic repository. 

RULEMAKING 

51.110 [Reserved] 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF AND ACCESS TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS 

51.116 Notice of intent. 
51.117 Draft environmental impact state-

ment—notice of availability. 
51.118 Final environmental impact state-

ment—notice of availability. 
51.119 Publication of finding of no signifi-

cant impact; distribution. 
51.120 Availability of environmental docu-

ments for public inspection. 
51.121 Status of NEPA actions. 
51.122 List of interested organizations and 

groups. 
51.123 Charges for environmental docu-

ments; distribution to public; distribu-
tion to governmental agencies. 

COMMENTING 

51.124 Commission duty to comment. 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL 

51.125 Responsible official. 

APPENDIX A TO SUBPART A TO PART 51—FOR-
MAT FOR PRESENTATION OF MATERIAL IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS 
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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 51.6 

APPENDIX B TO SUBPART A TO PART 51—ENVI-
RONMENTAL EFFECT OF RENEWING THE OP-
ERATING LICENSE OF A NUCLEAR POWER 
PLANT 

Subpart B [Reserved] 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 161, 68 Stat. 948, as amend-
ed, sec. 1701, 106 Stat. 2951, 2952, 2953, (42 
U.S.C. 2201, 2297f); secs. 201, as amended, 202, 
88 Stat. 1242, as amended, 1244 (42 U.S.C. 5841, 
5842); sec. 1704, 112 Stat. 2750 (44 U.S.C. 3504 
note). Subpart A also issued under National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, secs. 102, 
104, 105, 83 Stat. 853–854, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 4332, 4334, 4335); and Pub. L. 95–604, 
Title II, 92 Stat. 3033–3041; and sec. 193, Pub. 
L. 101–575, 104 Stat. 2835 (42 U.S.C. 2243). Sec-
tions 51.20, 51.30, 51.60, 51.80. and 51.97 also 
issued under secs. 135, 141, Pub. L. 97–425, 96 
Stat. 2232, 2241, and sec. 148, Pub. L. 100–203, 
101 Stat. 1330–223 (42 U.S.C. 10155, 10161, 
10168). Section 51.22 also issued under sec. 
274, 73 Stat. 688, as amended by 92 Stat. 3036– 
3038 (42 U.S.C. 2021) and under Nuclear Waste 
Policy Act of 1982, sec 121, 96 Stat. 2228 (42 
U.S.C. 10141). Sections 51.43, 51.67, and 51.109 
also under Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, 
sec 114(f), 96 Stat. 2216, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
10134(f)). 

SOURCE: 49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 51.1 Scope. 

This part contains environmental 
protection regulations applicable to 
NRC’s domestic licensing and related 
regulatory functions. These regula-
tions do not apply to export licensing 
matters within the scope of part 110 of 
this chapter or to any environmental 
effects which NRC’s domestic licensing 
and related regulatory functions may 
have upon the environment of foreign 
nations. Subject to these limitations, 
the regulations in this part implement: 

(a) Section 102(2) of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969, as 
amended. 

§ 51.2 Subparts. 

(a) The regulations in subpart A of 
this part implement section 102(2) of 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969, as amended. 

§ 51.3 Resolution of conflict. 

In any conflict between a general 
rule in subpart A of this part and a spe-
cial rule in another subpart of this part 
or another part of this chapter applica-

ble to a particular type of proceeding, 
the special rule governs. 

§ 51.4 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Act means the Atomic Energy Act of 

1954 (Pub. L. 83–703, 68 Stat. 919) includ-
ing any amendments thereto. 

Commission means the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission or its authorized 
representatives. 

NRC means the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, the agency established by 
Title II of the Energy Reorganization 
Act of 1974, as amended. 

NRC staff means any NRC officer or 
employee or his/her authorized rep-
resentative, except a Commissioner, a 
member of a Commissioner’s imme-
diate staff, an Atomic Safety and Li-
censing Board, an Atomic Safety and 
Licensing Appeal Board, a presiding of-
ficer, an administrative judge, an ad-
ministrative law judge, or any other of-
ficer or employee of the Commission 
who performs adjudicatory functions. 

NRC Staff Director means: 

Executive Director for Operations; 
Director, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regula-

tion; 
Director, Office of Nuclear Material Safety 

and Safeguards; 
Director, Office of Nuclear Regulatory Re-

search; 
Director, Office of Governmental and Public 

Affairs; and 

The designee of any NRC staff director. 

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 51 
FR 35999, Oct. 8, 1986; 52 FR 31612, Aug. 21, 
1987] 

§ 51.5 Interpretations. 
Except as specifically authorized by 

the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the regulations in this 
part by any officer or employee of the 
Commission other than a written inter-
pretation by the General Counsel will 
be recognized to be binding upon the 
Commission. 

§ 51.6 Specific exemptions. 
The Commission may, upon applica-

tion of any interested person or upon 
its own initiative, grant such exemp-
tions from the requirements of the reg-
ulations in this part as it determines 
are authorized by law and are other-
wise in the public interest. 
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